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Uncharted Journeys to Host ‘Canyon Country Hike & Hoedown’
On Oct. 25 to Benefit Laura’s House
Family fun in Silverado Canyon will support mission to end the silence of domestic violence
LADERA RANCH, Calif., October 3, 2014 – To commemorate Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
Uncharted Journeys, an adventure company for women, will host the third annual Canyon Country Hike
& Hoedown on Saturday, Oct., 25, to benefit the programs and services of Laura’s House, a nonprofit
organization whose mission is ending the cycle of domestic violence. The all-day event will take place at
Giracci Vineyards & Farms in Silverado Canyon.
“We are honored to be hosting our third hike and hoedown to benefit such an important cause,” said
Marilyn McGowan, chief exploration officer of Uncharted Journeys. “We will be continuing the success
we’ve had the last two years and are so thankful to the many generous vendors and sponsors that make
this event possible.”
The event will begin with a family-friendly nature hike in the beautiful backcountry of historic Silverado.
Hikers will then enjoy a relaxing day featuring a choice of activities, ranging from line dancing to fresh
organic food and wine tasting.
Guests may practice their new line dancing skills, courtesy of celebrity dance coach Eric Romero, when
local country western band The Freightshakers takes the stage. Children will enjoy a petting zoo hosted
by Silverado Modjeska Recreation and Park District.
Fresh organic food will be available for purchase from Bite Me Foods and wine tasting will be offered by
local vintners Giracci Vineyards and Farms, Frisby Cellars, Newport Beach Winery and Vineyards and
Cowboy Canyon Winery.
“Year after year, the team at Uncharted Journeys has helped Laura’s House raise awareness of how
seriously domestic violence impacts our community, while generating critical funds for domestic
violence prevention, education and services,” said Margaret Bayston, executive director of Laura’s
House. “It’s a perfect opportunity to join us for a fun-filled family day while helping us get closer to a
world without domestic violence.”
Vendors with unique products for sale include Moxxie Essential Care, maker of an artisan line of
handcrafted, plant-based bath and body products; Jill Rosoff Artworks, displaying hand-painted silk
scarves; Second Time Chimes, unique wind chimes created from vintage silver-plated tea sets; A Perfect
Complement, showcasing unique jewelry, and Found the Time Designs, featuring prints of the artist’s
original photographs on note cards and posters.
Sponsors include Giracci Vineyards & Farms, Deliver-It, Accelerated Marketing Services, Silverado
Modjeska Recreation District, Puravida Photography, Freightshakers Band, and Dance Shape.

Tickets for the event can be purchased in advance online for $40 for adults (21+), $20 for youth/teens
and $10 for children five and under. Ticket prices include a nature hike, t-shirt, bottled water, souvenir
wine glass for adults, one opportunity drawing ticket and valet parking. Another option is the “Wine
Lovers’ Special for $35 per person, adults only (21+), which includes a reserved table for eight, eight
souvenir wine glasses, three complimentary wine tastings per person, nature hike, t-shirt, bottled water,
one opportunity drawing ticket per person and valet parking. Wine Lovers’ Special sold in sets of eight
only.
About Uncharted Journeys
Uncharted Journeys is a unique adventure company offering innovative, inspirational, life-changing
travel experiences for women of all ages who are seeking to discover themselves and the world around
them. For more information, visit www.unchartedjourneys.com.
About Laura’s House
The mission of Laura’s House is to change the social beliefs, attitudes and the behaviors that perpetuate
domestic violence while creating a safe space to empower individuals and families affected by abuse.
In 2014, Laura’s House celebrates its 20th anniversary serving those whose lives have been affected by
domestic violence. For the past two decades, Laura’s House has provided shelter and support services to
more than 4,000 battered women and children and counseling, life skills education and legal assistance
to over 45,000 people. Connect with Laura’s House on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
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20th Anniversary Gala Raises Nearly $1.5 Million for Laura’s House
Emotional Night Brings Funds To Help End Silence of Domestic Violence
LADERA RANCH, Calif., Oct. 7, 2014 – More than 350 supporters of Laura’s House attended its
annual gala “Shall We Dance” on Saturday, Oct. 4, in celebration of its 20th anniversary of
successfully empowering victims of domestic violence and changing lives forever. The event,
held at the Balboa Bay Resort in Newport Beach, proved to be an emotional evening, raising
nearly $1.5 million in support of the nonprofit’s mission of ending the cycle of abuse in the lives
of women and their families.
Near the end of the evening, guests were stunned with a surprise announcement from Julia
Argyros, speaking on behalf of the Argyros Family Foundation: “George and I arrived with the
intent to donate a half million dollars. After hearing the graduate describe her experience with
Laura’s House, we decided we wanted to help the organization assist even more women. So,
we tore up the original check and wrote a new one for one million dollars.”
Before Argyros presented the check, a Laura’s House graduate shared her emotional story,
detailing the abusive situation she came from. She described what Laura’s House had done for
her and her family, which resulted in her current successful situation. In addition, a 20th
anniversary video gave guests insights into the tremendous work carried out over the past two
decades. Photos and interviews with board members, staff, volunteers and donors told the story
in poignant detail.
Another major gift, announced by Anne MacPherson from the Joe MacPherson Foundation,
matched the first $100,000 raised from the “Rebuild A Life” portion of the program, quickly
resulting in a total of $225,000.
“Our 20th anniversary gala was a very special evening, celebrating a huge milestone, and it
definitely was a great success with both unexpected major gifts and so many heartfelt donations
from many more guests,” said Margaret Bayston, Laura’s House CEO and executive director.
“It’s wonderful to see the community support our mission to help women move forward as they
attempt to break the cycle of abuse.”
Attendees enjoyed cocktails and hors d’oeuvres as they mingled and bid on silent auction items.
Master of Ceremonies, NBC4 Southern California reporter and four-time Emmy nominee Hetty
Chang, welcomed guests and encouraged supporters to make a difference in the lives of
families affected by domestic violence. Dinner was a lively celebration that featured a threecourse gourmet meal, awards presentation, live auction and a Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers-
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themed dance. Following dinner, guests danced the night away to music by Sensation
Showband.
Laura Khouri, president of Western National Property Management, chaired this year’s gala and
led the committee to ensure a record-setting fundraiser for Laura’s House. Khouri, who also is a
Laura’s House board member, has volunteered as gala chair and has been on the committee
for a number of years.
In honor of its 20th anniversary, Laura’s House recognized two organizations that have given so
much through the nonprofit’s history. Haskell & White LLP (H&W), one of the region’s largest
privately held accounting firms, was presented the Crystal Heart Award for its support. H&W
Managing Partner Wayne Pinnell has been the key advocate and currently is Chair of Laura’s
House Board of Directors. He leads many of the nonprofit’s key initiatives, and is one of Laura’s
House’s important male supporters who helps to generate awareness about domestic violence
within the community. Pinnell has been a supporter of Laura’s House since 1996. The other
honoree, Gibson Dunn, received the Legal Leader Award for helping spearhead the legal
services program provided to Laura’s House clients.
“I’m proud to support an organization that works to protect women and children,” said Pinnell.
“Vital support, from both women and men, is needed to put an end to domestic violence and we
invite you to join us on this important journey.”
On the heels of a successful fundraising event, Laura’s House will continue raising awareness –
and support for its families – throughout October in honor of domestic violence awareness
month. Individuals interested in supporting Laura’s House and its mission to change social
beliefs, attitudes and behaviors that perpetuate domestic violence can participate by donating
food, cell phones or a car, shopping at one of the Laura’s House Resale Stores, or joining the
organization for its annual Canyon Country Hike and Hoedown on Oct. 25. For a complete list of
ideas, visit: http://www.laurashouse.org/news/2014/10/lauras-house-31-ways-in-31-days/
This year’s Honorary Event Chair was Laura’s House advocate Donna Pickup who, with
husband Dick Pickup, is co-owner of the Balboa Bay Resort. Presenting Sponsors were Laura
Khouri and Michael K. Hayde, CEO and chairman of the board of Western National Group. 2014
sponsors included: The Argyros Family Foundation; Donna & Richard Pickup; Haskell & White,
LLP; The Jacqueline Glass Family; Verizon Wireless; Lisa & Les Fujimoto; The Joe
MacPherson; Foundation; The Thompson Foundation; Wolin Design Group; The Busch Group;
Laura Feld; Frome Foundation; Gerson Bakar & Associates; Gibson,Dunn & Crutcher LLP; IHP
Capital Partners; Local.com; Morgan Stanley/The Timpe Group; and Rutan & Tucker LLP.
About Laura’s House
The mission of Laura’s House is to change the social beliefs, attitudes and the behaviors that
perpetuate domestic violence while creating a safe space to empower individuals and families
affected by abuse.
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In 2014, Laura’s House celebrates its 20th anniversary serving those whose lives have been
affected by domestic violence. For the past two decades, Laura’s House has provided shelter
and support services to more than 4,000 battered women and children and counseling, life skills
education and legal assistance to over 45,000 people. Connect with Laura’s House on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube.
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